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BOULDER-CO, WALTHAM-MA, PRINCETON-
NJ,MARTINSRIED/MUNICH,(Press Release) - September 2006 - Pharmion 
Corporation and GPC Biotech AG today announced positive topline results for the 
double-blinded, randomized satraplatin Phase 3 registrational trial, the SPARC trial 
(Satraplatin and Prednisone Against Refractory Cancer). 

The trial is evaluating satraplatin plus prednisone versus placebo plus prednisone as a 
second-line treatment in 950 patients with hormone-refractory prostate cancer 
(HRPC). The study data show that the results for progression-free survival (PFS) are 
highly statistically significant (p<0.00001) using the protocol-specified log-rank test. 
PFS is the primary endpoint for submission for accelerated approval in the U.S. and 
will also serve as the primary basis for a Marketing Authorization Application (MAA) 
in Europe. 

Using the protocol-specified hazard ratio, which measured the overall risk of disease 
progression, patients in the SPARC trial who received satraplatin plus prednisone had 
a 40% reduction in the risk of disease progression (hazard ratio of 0.6; 95% 
Confidence Interval: 0.5-0.7) compared with patients who received prednisone plus 
placebo. The improvement seen in progression-free survival by patients treated with 
satraplatin increased over time. Progression-free survival at the median (50th 
percentile) demonstrated a 13% improvement in patients who received satraplatin plus 
prednisone (11 weeks) compared to patients who received prednisone plus placebo 
(9.7 weeks). Progression-free survival at the 75th percentile showed an 89% 
improvement for patients in the satraplatin arm (36 weeks) versus patients in the 
placebo arm (19 weeks). At 6 months, 30% of patients in the satraplatin arm had not 
progressed, compared to 17% of patients in the control arm. At 12 months, 16% of 
patients who received satraplatin had not progressed, compared to 7% of patients in 
the control arm. All of these analyses were conducted on an intent-to-treat basis. 

The improvement in PFS in the satraplatin arm was not affected by the type of prior 
chemotherapy; in particular, the improvement was seen equally for patients who had 
received prior Taxotere(R) (docetaxel), as well as those who received other types of 
chemotherapy treatments. All disease progression events were adjudicated by an 
independent expert review committee of medical oncologists and radiologists. The 
vast majority of progression events were based on radiological progressions and pain 
progressions. 

In accordance with the recommendation of the independent Data Monitoring Board 
for the SPARC trial, patients who have not progressed will continue to be treated, and 
all patients will be followed for overall survival. With approximately half of the 



patients from the trial still alive, the companies currently expect to have final overall 
survival results in the fall of 2007, rather than the previously communicated mid-
2007. 

As anticipated, the most common adverse reactions consisted of myelosuppression 
(bone marrow functions, such as lowered platelet count or lowered white blood cell 
count) and gastrointestinal events, such as nausea, vomiting and diarrhea. These 
adverse reactions were mostly mild to moderate in severity. 

The SPARC trial is a double-blinded, randomized, placebo-controlled multinational 
Phase 3 trial assessing satraplatin plus prednisone as a second- line chemotherapy 
treatment for patients with HRPC. A total of 950 patients were accrued to the trial at 
more than 200 clinical sites in fifteen countries on four continents. The companies 
plan to submit data from the SPARC trial for presentation at an upcoming major 
medical conference. 

GPC Biotech intends to move forward with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) with the goal of completing the submission of the rolling New Drug 
Application (NDA) by the end of 2006 for approval to market satraplatin. Pharmion 
Corporation intends to file an MAA to the European Medicines Agency (EMEA) in 
the first half of 2007. 

About Satraplatin  
Satraplatin, an investigational drug, is a member of the platinum family of 
compounds. Over the past two decades, platinum-based drugs have become a critical 
part of modern chemotherapy treatments and are used to treat a wide variety of 
cancers. Unlike the platinum drugs currently on the market, all of which require 
intravenous administration, satraplatin is an orally bioavailable compound and is 
given as capsules that patients can take at home. 

About Pharmion  
Pharmion is a biopharmaceutical company focused on acquiring, developing and 
commercializing innovative products for the treatment of hematology and oncology 
patients in the U.S., Europe and additional international markets. Pharmion has a 
number of products on the market including the world's first approved epigenetic 
cancer drug, Vidaza(R), a DNA demethylating agent. For additional information 
about Pharmion, please visit Pharmion's website at www.pharmion.com. 

About GPC Biotech 

GPC Biotech AG is a biopharmaceutical company discovering and developing new 
anticancer drugs. GPC Biotech's lead product candidate -- satraplatin -- has achieved 
target enrollment in a Phase 3 registrational trial as a second- line chemotherapy 
treatment in hormone-refractory prostate cancer. The U.S. FDA has granted fast track 
designation to satraplatin for this indication, and GPC Biotech has begun the rolling 
NDA submission process for this compound. GPC Biotech is also developing a 
monoclonal antibody with a novel mechanism- of-action against a variety of lymphoid 
tumors, currently in Phase 1 clinical development, and has ongoing drug development 
and discovery programs that leverage its expertise in kinase inhibitors. GPC Biotech 
AG is headquartered in Martinsried/Munich (Germany), and its wholly owned U.S. 



subsidiary has sites in Waltham, Massachusetts and Princeton, New Jersey. For 
additional information, please visit GPC Biotech's Web site at www.gpc-biotech.com. 
Taxotere(R) (docetaxel) is a registered trademark of Aventis Pharma S.A. 
 


